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Isaiah 55:6-9  6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him wh ile he is near. 7 Let the 
wicked  forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts.  Let  him turn to the LORD, and he will have 
mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pa rdon. 8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  
neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD.   9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth,  
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thought s than your thoughts.” 
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WELCOME MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON OF WSGM 
New beginnings, New challenges and a 

brand New Year. 
Let us begin the New Year by looking at how we can 

grow through experiencing new things and challenges in 

workplaces and lifestyles.  

I would like to share how; in my workplace we recently 

had a full upgrade of our operating systems. This came 

with its own new challenges, as; day by day I sat at my 

desk and needed to relearn how to function efficiently 

with this new system.  

I had functioned quite well for the past five years with the 

old system, and had become very comfortable and at 

ease in it. Rather like putting on an old shoe. 

Now, as I eased myself out of my comfort zone and 

experienced fear and discomfort, even insecurity, I 

acknowledged that "I can do all things through Him who 

gives me strength." Philippians 4: It was like taking baby 

steps again, and totally relying on my God each and every 

morning.  

Asking Him for a clear and active mind to recall the 

things I had learned the previous day, and rejoicing in 

"today" "This is the day the Lord has made, let us be glad 

and rejoice in it." This attitude helped me to recall all that 

I had learned, and build upon what I already knew. The 

Holy Spirit gave me a deeper discernment as to the right 

way, and unfailingly guided me along the right path. 

I recognized fear of the unknown and my sense of 

inadequacy as my weaknesses, and gave them to God. 

Before learning to harness these emotions, my flesh rose 

within me, and I often fell into despair. Resignation from 

my job would be the answer, I told myself. But God. 

Today, I rejoice because I have overcome my fears with 

persistence and hard work, and have come to a deeper 

knowledge of my God. His tenderness and unfailing love 

comforted me in my affliction, and I now have daily 

satisfaction in my job and a song in my heart! All glory be 

to God! 

We can all identify with this type of challenge in our lives. 

My encouragement for you is to press into God in a new 

way. Know Him. 

The ministry starts the New Year with prayer week and a 

Board who is fully functional with a wide range of gifts. 

We the Board appreciate your prayers and be aware that 

we are praying for you and your households, be confident 

that you and your households will be saved Acts 16:31, as 

we journey together through prayer and holding each 

other up for our God to work through us to bring this to 

pass in His Mercy and Grace. 

Together with myself, Lorraine, Meralda, Helen, Patricia, 

Michele, Julie and Mike, prayer for you all to be blessed 

in the perfect love of our King Jesus. 

     Margaret Peril  

 
  

Qld Womens Day Retreat….…...Saturday March 13th  
        Address: The Trinity Centre, Holy Trinity Church 
                9 Church St, Fortitude Valley, Brisbane 
Board Meetings for 2010 ……..…..Tuesday 23rd March  
                                          …………..Tuesday 18th May 
                                          ……………Tuesday 13th July 
                                          ……...Tuesday 24th July TBC 
                                          ….......Tuesday24th Aug TBC 
AGM…………………………..Tuesday 14th Sept TBC 
National Prayer Summit 8-10 Oct (Tamborine Lodge) 
Prayer Summit Retreat – Victoria  
 Friday 16th April (5pm check-in) and Sat 17th (8pm finish) 

Anglesea Recreation camp, Anglesea 
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Absolutely.  In honesty, I believe the mainstream Christian church doesn’t 
even know what God’s Love is, let alone understand it.  Many of the 
churches believe and teach that God’s Love is the same thing as human 
love, only just more of it.  They also believe that in order to love others, we 
must first love ourselves.  They forget that Agape is God Himself and the 
only way His Love can flow out to others is if we get out of the way—if 
there is a death to self.  It’s not that we are to love ourselves more.  That’s 
the problem to begin with!  We must learn to “deny ourselves,” turn around 
and love God first.  Then, we will have His Love for others. God’s Love, in 
reality, is totally opposite to our human love. 
It’s critical we not only learn what His Love is and how it differs from 
human love, but also how to experience that Love for ourselves and how to 
pass it on.  Jesus tells us throughout the Bible that His Love is the meaning 
and purpose of our lives as believers.  It is how others will know we are 
Christians; it’s what proves we are abiding in Him; and it’s what shows that 
we love Him.  
Agape Love is essential for the church not only to understand, but to live! 
 

4) The Survival Kit Prayer leads one to say “Lord, change 
me.”  What encouragement can you share? 
After being a believer for over 50 years, the thing that has changed my life 
more than anything else and that keeps me abiding in Him, is the daily 
application of the Survival Kit Prayer. 
Those four steps are the “key” to my Christian walk, not only in the past, 
but in my present daily walk.  If I stopped making those choices, I would 
immediately go back to the way I was 30 years ago, broken, emotionally 
unloved, confused and with no meaning or purpose in my life. 
Consequently, I do these four steps every day of my life and if I am 
experiencing a tough time (pride, hurts, bitterness, unforgiveness, etc.), I do 
them many, many times a day.  The freedom, love, wisdom and ability that 
God bestows upon me when I am faithful to stay cleansed for His use, is 
something I never want to lose.  It brings such meaning and purpose to my 
life. 
So the encouragement I would give is simply this: NEVER STOP!!!  Never 
stop laying yourself before the Lord, surrendering yourself, relinquishing 
yourself.  It’s the key to everything in the Christian life! 
 

5) What are some of the steps we can take to let God work 
in our husband’s life? 
The steps I have personally learned to take in order to allow God to work in 
Chuck’s life are the same steps I have been referring to in the above 
questions.  It’s the four steps of the Survival Kit Prayer—the steps to 
staying clean before the Lord. 
As a result of confessing and repenting of my own sin, giving it to God and 
then, getting into His Word, God gives me His Love for Chuck, His wisdom 
as to when and how to respond and His ability and power to walk these 
things out in my life. 
It seems the more I live the message of God’s Love, the more Chuck sees an 
example that he wants to be like and the more he is willing to let the Holy 
Spirit change him. 
This definitely does not mean being a “doormat” or letting Chuck walk all 
over me.  God’s Love has a “tough side” also, and in those times where I 
need to “take a stand,” God gives me the words and the strength to do so.   
It’s interesting because Chuck always seems to know when my response is 
“in the spirit” and when it’s “in the flesh.”  When it’s in the spirit, he 
receives it openly.  When it’s in the flesh, he adamantly refuses to listen. 
Bottom line is the more I let God change me into His image, the more 
Chuck seems to fall in love with me.  And, that’s worth everything!  It’s the 
answer to my prayer 30 years ago!   
---------------------------------                Scripture tells us that the older women 
are to teach the younger ones.  After following the Lord for over 50 years 
and learning, by experience, how to live the Christian life, I hope these 
remarks will be helpful.  Always remember, 
 the choice is yours; but the Love, wisdom 
and power will be of the Lord. 

1) Describe what caused you to know the “more excellent way?” 
God totally “cornered” me!  He created a situation where there was no other place 
to run for an answer.  I had visited all the counselors, read all the books, taken all 
the classes and tried all the emotions in order to fix my marriage. But, nothing had 
worked; nothing had changed and I was miserable.  
The night it all came to a head, I had a really bad fight with Chuck.  In the middle 
of which I had yelled at him: “don’t you ever want to hear what God wants to say 
to you?”  I, of course, meant if he would just listen to God, God would tell him 
how messed up he was.  Chuck, however, turned to me and said something I will 
never, as long as I live, forget.  He simply said: “Won’t you let Him?”  Meaning, I 
was in the way of his hearing God!   
After that horrible encounter, I ran to my bedroom and fell flat on my face 
sobbing.  That’s when in my mind I heard God say: “Nancy, I love you and am 
going to show you a new way to love.  Do you trust Me?” 
I responded: “God, I’ve tried all the ways there are.  There are no others.”  Again, 
God spoke: “Nancy, I love you.  Will you trust Me?  Will you choose My way?”  
Finally, crying convulsively, I said: “Lord, I don’t understand what You want of 
me, but I don’t want to follow my own self-centered ways anymore.  They don’t 
work.  I’m so unhappy.  I’m willing to do anything You want me to do in order to 
change the situation.  Make me into the woman that Chuck needs.”  
I finally just came to the end of myself and completely open to what God wanted.  
And, that was the beginning of the change in me that lead to finding God’s more 
excellent way! 
 

 2) How have you learned to be patient with God’s timing? 
Waiting for God to answer our prayers can be very difficult.  His answers will 
come only in His timing and in His way.  Learning to be patient and trusting God 
during this time is absolutely critical. 
Whether we advance in our walk with the lord, withdraw from Him or stay where 
we are, all depends upon how we respond to His tests of faith. If we grow 
impatient, it will be detrimental to our walk.  We must bear all He allows, trust in 
His timing and be assured that He knows exactly what he is doing. 
I personally learned these lessons in my 10 years in “the dark night of the soul.”  I 
learned how to stand still, even when I wanted to move; how to rest in His 
promises, even when I didn’t see anything happen, and how to stop asking “why” 
even when I knew there must be a reason.  Isaiah 50:10 is one of the Scriptures 
God gave me during this difficult period of time.  It says we are not “to compass 
ourselves about with [our own] sparks and not to light our own fires,” but we are 
to “trust in Him and stay only upon Him.”  With His help, I learned how to do this: 
through the death of our oldest son, through our personal and corporate bankruptcy 
procedures and through the loss of our home and possessions because it was at the 
epicenter of a 6.8 earthquake. 
Standing still simply means choosing, by faith, to constantly remain quiet and 
cooperate with God.  Yielding ourselves completely to Him in this time is, of 
course, the opposite of what we want to do.  Standing still means: 1) continually 
taking every thought captive; 2) confessing and repenting of those things that 
quench His Spirit; 3) giving these to God; and 4) replacing them with the Word of 
God.  This is key! 
Only abiding in Him, trusting Him completely and resting in His promises will 
allow us to get through these difficult times of waiting rapidly. 

 
3)   Do you feel that we in the church need a deeper 
understanding of God’s Love and why? 
This is exactly the reason I wrote the book The Way of Agape. 
Even back in 1979, when I first began teaching about God’s Love, one could feel 
God’s Love “growing cold” in the Body of Christ. (Matthew 24:12)  But, it was 
nothing compared to the lack of Love we all experience in the church today. 
Today, the number of Christian separations and divorces have even superceded 
secular ones.  Also, the believers who have been irreparably hurt either by other 
church members or someone in the pastorate has tripled since the 70’s.  And, 
finally, the kids who have grown up in Christian homes, but because of a poor 
witness have turned to drugs, alcohol and other addictions for fulfillment is 
astounding.  All this is occurring, I believe, because of a lack of God’s Love. 
So do I feel the church is in need of a deeper understanding of God’s Love?   
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How fortunate we are at WSGM to be honoured with some insightful truths from well known 

author Nancy Missler. Here she answers questions put to her by Lorraine Addison. 

Nancy Missler has written a range of very helpful ministering books, including the following:                         

The Way of Agape: Understanding God's Love; Private Worship: The Key to Joy;   Never Give Up!:  The 

Fruit of Longsuffering;  Be Ye Transformed Textbook;   Against the Tide: Getting Beyond Ourselves        

Note: Some of these books are available to purchase through WSGM. 
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What a privilege to get to know these women as I venture into the desert 

places where they are and pray for them and feel their joy in being 

remembered by the Lord.  At the moment, there is a possibility of a 

Wives Support Group beginning in Canada from one of our ‘jewels’ 

Lorraine and I have been in contact with.  We are praying for her.   

We look to the Lord.  Isaiah 41:17-18 says “The poor and needy search for 

water, but there is none; their tongues are parched with thirst.  But I the 

Lord will answer them; I, the God of Israel will not forsake them.  I will 

make rivers flow on barren heights, and springs within the valleys.  I will 

turn the desert into pools of water, and the parched ground into springs.” 

Our prayer for them is that they will 

 experience God’s streams of living 

 water where they are and know  

His Presence as they live godly lives 

 before their husbands and children.  

 We declare His Victory in their 

 lives and salvation for all 

 their families.                       Heather Genn 

 

The Lord has broadened the scope of Wives Support Group Ministries yet 

again and we praise Him for everything He does is good.  Lorraine was in 

contact with women who are isolated by distance or circumstances from 

emotional and spiritual support, living in unequally yoked marriages.  

They are hungry for encouragement and understanding in the place 

where they are.  We called it a desert – a place of dryness, hardship and 

struggle without regular water supply (refreshing) and we saw these 

women as God’s precious jewels.  We know the Lord desires for these 

women to keep on shining where they are and as He has made us aware 

of their needs, we are seeking to provide His love and encouragement 

through this new group.   

So Jewels in the Desert is now an operating group via email.  I have accepted 

the role of facilitator to these valued women of God who long to be able 

to talk to someone in similar circumstances and who need building up in 

their ‘desert’ place.  We share life stories and prayer needs and the 

Word of God is shared.  The Lord has delighted me already as I read their 

emails encouraging one another as they get to know each other and 

their specific needs.   

JEWELS IN THE DESERT – 2010 – The Lord has broadened the scope of WSGM  

As Lorraine takes leave from this Ministry for a short period of time, the 
Board Members felt it was appropriate to present our Lorraine with a gift.  
It was my privilege to present this gift at the last Board meeting held on 
the 27th Jan 2010, and we would now like to share this with you.                       
As she enters into a new season in her life may Lorraine be blessed and 
encouraged by the following words that were shared with her on this night:  
“Lorraine you are a strong woman of God, who is a prayer warrior, and 

who has stood in a gap for so many.  Through your faithful and persistent 

prayers, God’s mighty power has torn down and broken many a 

stronghold…making the crooked places straight, breaking into pieces the 

gates of bronze and cutting the bars of iron.”
1
                                                     

The gift we presented to Lorraine was a photo book.  A book of memories 
that took Lorraine back to retreats, prayer summits, information mornings 
and to her many “beloveds” that God has placed in her life.  Lorraine 
loved it.  Much time and effort from various people went in to the creation 
of this book.  It was all created and ordered through a website program 
and we called the book “Agape” (agape love).  Now, you’re probably 
wondering why I’m telling you about this.                                                           
Well…the book was delivered to me entitled “AGAP”!  Agap!                           
My initial reaction was a little fleshly I must admit – I was a little 
disappointed.  But I made the choice to not act on my feelings but rather 
on what I know, and that is, that God is in control.  He’d allowed this in my 
life for a reason, although I was unsure why… I thought I’d just get them to 
fix it and re-send it anyway, as there was plenty of time.  But, when they 
investigated the “problem with the software program” it wasn’t going to 
be fixed in time for the presentation on the 27th.  “Hmmm!  God?”                    
I emailed the rest of the board members to update them on the gift and to 
ask what course of action was preferable, as the missing ‘e’, in my eyes, 
ruined the book.  The feedback from a couple of the board members was 
priceless and hilarious as they explained what they saw when they read the 
word ‘Agap’ on the front cover of the book.                                                        

Gift to WSGM Founder - Lorraine Addison 

Some saw the words ‘a gap’ and God’s humour at play as Lorraine (who lives 
at a suburb called The Gap) leaves for 6 months leaving ‘a gap’ in the 
Ministry.  Another person saw the word ‘a gap’ meaning that Lorraine has 
stood in the ‘gaps’ for many people over the years through prayer.  On top of 
that, a few days later some of us saw a few ‘gaps’ in the management of the 
Ministry that were not quite taken care of as Lorraine took leave.  What a 
laugh it turned out to be!  And what an amazing God we have to have given 
us direction like that!  GOD IS IN CONTROL and He is very interested even in 
the small details of our lives.  I can only imagine the interest He has in what 
we consider to be the more important parts of our lives and the bigger 
problems we are challenged with.                                                                           
FYI – Lorraine kept the photo book the way it was with the word “Agap”.  
Furthermore, it didn’t                                                                                               
cost us a cent,  as the                                                                                                
money was refunded                                                                                                
due to the ‘error’.                                                                                                      
God’s way is always                                                                                                  
the best isn’t it?                                                                                                          
God’s peace and                                                                                                       
blessings to you all                                                                                                     
as you step out in                                                                                                      
faith and trust our                                                                                                   
Almighty God ☺.                                                                                                       
Michelle Bevan                                                                                                                     

(Liaison Officer, WSGM Board 2010 & Facilitator Vic Pt Group, Qld)                         
1
 Provided by Julie Bennett (Co-Fac Arana Hills Group & Church –Pastor Coordinator, 

WSGM Board 2010). Source: Dorothy Astoria  The Name Book  1997 Bethany House 

Publishers Minneapolis, Minnesota USA“LORRAINE” Inherent meaning: Warrior Spiritual 

Connotation:  Strength of God Scripture:  Isaiah 45:2 NKJV  “I will go before you and make 

the crooked places straight; I will break in pieces the gates of bronze and cut the bars of 

iron.” 

 

Tribute to Suzy Scott   Suzy took up her position as Admin Officer in July, 2008, and as the need arose within                                                      

Wives Support Group Ministry Ltd for a Social co-ordinator, in QLD, this position was also embraced very ably and creatively by her                                                       

for this period of time.  During her time of office, God began to show us changes He was bringing about. This was a time of refining                                                      

and refocus. There was a need for much prayer and waiting on God, and it was my pleasure and joy to share this pilgrimage with                                                          

Suzy, as we sought His face together over many decisions made in that period of time. We have seen a new logo and brochure                                                              

design arise out of the old, ushering in new freedom to minister into that which He has called us to do. Our first National Prayer                                                            

Summit at Mapleton on the Sunshine Coast, our first fundraiser, and Jewels in the Desert ministry were all part of God’s heart in                                                            

2009. Suzy was an integral part of these and many other concepts during her time in these positions. I wish to pay tribute to a                                                               

beautiful woman with whom I have sat shoulder to shoulder at the desk of WSGM Ltd. I wish also to thank her family for releasing                                                        

her to serve God with us for this short period of time. These few words are but the doorway into “thanks”, and a                                                                                        

silence in which Another voice may speak------ Mary Oliver,                  Lorraine Addison  Founder, Wives Support Group Ministry Ltd 



                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                   

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

 OUR MANDATE:  
� To edify the Body of Christ (the Christian woman) so that she is built up in the Word, singleminded in Loving God, being Healed, and running with 

Vision and Purpose. 
� To evangelize the lost (her husband and children) through Relationship building, Reconciliation and Prayer. 
� To bring awareness to Pastors and churches of the unequally yoked woman’s specific and unique needs, so that she is nurtured and grown into maturity.  

 

  

WWiivveess  SSuuppppoorrtt  GGrroouupp  MMiinniissttrryy  LLttdd      CAN   123 941 382        p  +61 7 3351 6007              
Application for Membership                                                 e  info@wivessupport.org 

PO Box 232,   The Gap    Qld     4061  Australia              w  wivessupport.org.au 

Wives Support Group Ministry Ltd has a long-term commitment to continue to serve the Body of Christ in every 
denomination. We appeal to you to consider partnering with us as affiliated members, through an Annual Membership fee of 
$20.00 (per person) or $100 (per church). This will assist us to continue to be a blessing and  
encouragement to unequally yoked women, their Pastors and churches.  

 

 

Your Newsletter… Your News…. Please send in your testimonies, photos, coming events, verses that have touched you 
and any other news that will encourage others. Our email address: info@wivessupport.org or meraldalivermore@gmail.com  
 

 

Name…………………………………………………….. Group…………………………...…………………………......  
 

Address…………………………………………………….….. Suburb……………………………………….. State/PC………… 
  
Phone…………………………………… Mobile……………..…….……….………… Email……………………………………………………………… 
 

Church Attended……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

I wish to support Wives Support Group Ministry Ltd in the following way: 
 

Date……………………..…..…    $20  2010 Membership fee        Gift  $................................. 
 

Payment Options:         Cheque / Money Order         Online or Branch deposit          Receipt required 
 

Account:                       Wives Support Group Ministry Ltd      Bank: Suncorp 
                                 BSB: 484-799     Account No: 161500635               

    OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  
1.   To foster the spiritual and emotional maturity of Christian women married to husbands who do not yet know the                   .     
.      Lord through the study of God’s word, prayer and sharing with one another in a confidential environment. 
2. To bring them to acknowledge their unhealed hurts and unmet needs and to bring them into wholeness. 
3. To equip them to live more effectively for CHRIST and witness to their husbands and families by their Godly lives. 
4. To encourage these women to reach out in support to other Christian women living in the same circumstances as they are. 

Wives Support Group Ministry Ltd: 
 

Meralda Livermore 
Ph: (07) 3351 6007 

Email: info@wivessupport.org 
Web: www.wivessupport.org 

 

OUR AGREEMENT: 
� • INTERDENOMINATIONAL                             
� • CONFIDENTIAL (NO GOSSIP) 
� • COMMITMENT TO THE GROUP                   
� •NON-THREATENING 
� •SAFE, OPEN AND CARING 

ATMOSPHERE                
 • PROMOTING LOYALTY TO HUSBANDS 

 
 

“So Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel on the breastplate of judgment over his heart when he goes 
into the holy place as a memorial before the Lord continually.”  Ex 28:29 
Why is the Breastplate so important? The breastplate was of great importance because by 
 means of it God revealed his Divine will to His chosen people.  It was designed by God 
 Himself.  So precious are we, so loved by Him, we are on His breast. “…the disciple whom  
Jesus loved” Jn 21:20.  Do we really understand how much our Lord loves us?  Can we really 
 rest on His breast? So close to hear the beat of His heart.  So precious as the stones worn by 
 Aaron, each jewel having its own exquisite quality, strength and even delicateness  
reflecting the glory of the Creator. As we embark on our own journeys this year, may we 
 truly see ourselves how our Heavenly Father sees us…on His Darling’s heart.   
Meralda Livermore Ps I love the meaning of my name “Emerald” 
the thunderbolt stone.  This gave me such peace about my personality. 
 

 

 
 

 


